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band auroras are less frequent and when visible are
usually seen to the southward of the observer. Over
the belt of maximum frequency more than eighty
auroras are seen annually. The course of the belts
of equal auroral frequency bears some general re-
semblance to that of the isoclinal lines or curves of
equal magnetic dip.

The aurora is by no means confined to the northern
hemisphere. It is rarely seen close to the equator, or
in low latitudes generally, but it appears just as fre-
quently in the southern sky as in the northern, and of
course there receives the name of Aurora Australia.
Several especially brilliant displays, of late years, have
been noted simultaneously in Europe arid in Australia,
and in fact there is every reason to believe that all
northern auroras must have their corresponding south-
ern displays.

As to the connection between the appearance of
the aurora and weather nothing very positive can be
asserted. That there is some relation appears from the
circumstance that at the time of a brilliant display the
sty is constantly being covered with cloud, and clearing
again. In these islands, at least, an aurora is rarely
seen except at times of atmospheric disturbance ; in
fact it not unfrequently accompanies severe storms.
When, however, we pass to the region of greater auroral
frequency no such agreement is observable, and most
Arctic travellers deny its existence. In fact, the late
Lieut. Weyprecht, the Austrian explorer, stated that
after discussing carefully the observations taken daring
his long sojourn in high latitudes, on the voyage in which
Franz Josef Land was discovered, he could find no trace
of a connection between the aurora and the weather.
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